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Planning & Sustainable Development 

Lead Member Briefing

14 April 2020, 1:00pm

Present: Councillor Antrobus – in the chair
Councillor McCusker 

Councillor Cammell

Officers: Ben Dolan, Shoaib Mohammad, James Shuttleworth, Steve Davey, 
Jackie Ashley, Rob Owen, Steve Mangan, Stephen Hands, Peter Openshaw,
Janet Cross and Claire Edwards

1. Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence submitted.

2. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3. Items for Decision (Part 1 – Open to the Public)

3a. Review of the Highway Inspection & Repair Code of Practice

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place regarding a review of the Highway 
Inspection and Repair Code of Practice.  The report indicated that in October 2016, the national guidance 
document, “Well Managed Highway Infrastructure,” had been published. Several recommendations were 
made including a move to a risk-based approach for Highway Inspections and Repair. This document 
had provided a two-year lead in to allow Authorities to adapt to the new procedures. Salford had 
introduced the risk-based approach in October 2018. It was recommended that a regular review be 
undertaken across Greater Manchester and it had been agreed that this should take place every two 
years.

Reference was made to situations involving defects that may be identified to land in front of commercial 
premises, where ownership of the land in question was shared between the Council and a private party 
who refused to take any action.  Reference was made to powers available to local authorities under the 
Highways Act 1980 in situations where extreme danger was posed to the public, and it was indicated 
that legal advice would be sought in such circumstances.

Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following minor revisions being required 
to the document –

(a) The inclusion of reference to over-hanging trees and how such obstructions would be dealt with.

(b) The terminology regarding the footway/pavement to be consistent throughout the document.

(c) The inclusion of some guidance around trigger points for repairs to potholes and the flexibility 
that existed.  Reference was made to the general trigger point with regard to the carriageway 
being a depth of 40mm, with 25mm being the trigger point in respect of bus and cycle lanes, the 
side of roads used by cycles, locations where the carriageway has a designated cycle lane and 
where a cycle lane shares the footway.  It was indicated that a risk assessment would be 
undertaken, taking into consideration the location of the pothole and the level of danger it 
presented. 
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(d) The inclusion of reference to dropped kerbs due to the impact that the height of a kerb can have 
on the user.  

(e) The inclusion of reference to the national guidance on street clutter, indicating that every 
opportunity should be taken to remove it where possible. It was explained that this was dealt 
with outside of the highway inspection code of practice and that elimination of street clutter is 
referenced at any scheme consultation exercise.

RESOLVED: THAT the Highways Inspection Code of Practice (V3.00), as detailed in the report, be 
approved, subject to the minor revisions set out above.

3b. Carriageway Patching Programme

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place regarding the Carriageway Patching 
Programme. The streets identified in the report had suffered a considerable amount of deterioration 
because of the extreme weather over the autumn and winter of 2019 and 2020.  The council has made 
provision a sum of £230,000 within the Block Three allocation to address this deterioration.

Discussion took place during which information was provided regarding progress in relation to the use of 
recycled materials as part of the patching process.

RESOLVED: THAT the programme of work identified in the report be approved.

3c. Highway Tree Replacement Policy

Consideration was given to a report of the Strategic Director Place with regard to the Highway Tree 
Replacement Policy, which had been designed to ensure clarity surrounding the approach to be taken 
when a highway tree is removed. The policy aligns to, strengthens and supports the existing Salford 
City Council Tree Management Policy.

Discussion took place which included the following suggested revisions to the policy –

(a) Removal of the bullet point relating to crime and anti-social behaviour (page 2).

(b) With regard to the new guidelines contained in the Environment Bill 2019-21 in relation to the felling 
of trees and the required consultation process, it be indicated within this policy that those guidelines 
would be adhered to once applied.

(c) With regard to tree replacement, it be indicated that consideration would be given to the 
quality/category of the replacement and that a two for one replacement policy would be applied 
where practical.

RESOLVED: THAT the Highway Tree Replacement Policy be approved, subject to the minor revisions 
set out above.


